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(4) Any deficiency payment (based on 
a previous erroneous payment of a 
micro entity fee) submitted under this 
paragraph will be treated as a notifica-
tion of a loss of entitlement to micro 
entity status under paragraph (i) of 
this section. 

[77 FR 75033, Dec. 19, 2012, as amended at 78 
FR 62396, Oct. 21, 2013] 

Subpart B—National Processing 
Provisions 

PROSECUTION OF APPLICATION AND 
APPOINTMENT OF ATTORNEY OR AGENT 

§ 1.31 Applicant may be represented 
by one or more patent practitioners 
or joint inventors. 

An applicant for patent may file and 
prosecute the applicant’s own case, or 
the applicant may give power of attor-
ney so as to be represented by one or 
more patent practitioners or joint in-
ventors, except that a juristic entity 
(e.g., organizational assignee) must be 
represented by a patent practitioner 
even if the juristic entity is the appli-
cant. The Office cannot aid in the se-
lection of a patent practitioner. 

[77 FR 48813, Aug. 14, 2012] 

§ 1.32 Power of attorney. 

(a) Definitions. (1) Patent practitioner 
means a registered patent attorney or 
registered patent agent under § 11.6. 

(2) Power of attorney means a written 
document by which a principal author-
izes one or more patent practitioners 
or joint inventors to act on the prin-
cipal’s behalf. 

(3) Principal means the applicant 
(§ 1.42) for an application for patent and 
the patent owner for a patent, includ-
ing a patent in a supplemental exam-
ination or reexamination proceeding. 
The principal executes a power of at-
torney designating one or more patent 
practitioners or joint inventors to act 
on the principal’s behalf. 

(4) Revocation means the cancellation 
by the principal of the authority pre-
viously given to a patent practitioner 
or joint inventor to act on the prin-
cipal’s behalf. 

(5) Customer Number means a number 
that may be used to: 

(i) Designate the correspondence ad-
dress of a patent application or patent 
such that the correspondence address 
for the patent application, patent or 
other patent proceeding would be the 
address associated with the Customer 
Number; 

(ii) Designate the fee address (§ 1.363) 
of a patent such that the fee address 
for the patent would be the address as-
sociated with the Customer Number; 
and 

(iii) Submit a list of patent practi-
tioners such that those patent practi-
tioners associated with the Customer 
Number would have power of attorney. 

(6) Patent practitioner of record means 
a patent practitioner who has been 
granted a power of attorney in an ap-
plication, patent, or other proceeding 
in compliance with paragraph (b) of 
this section. The phrases practitioner 
of record and attorney or agent of 
record also mean a patent practitioner 
who has been granted a power of attor-
ney in an application, patent, or other 
proceeding in compliance with para-
graph (b) of this section. 

(b) A power of attorney must: 
(1) Be in writing; 
(2) Name one or more representatives 

in compliance with paragraph (c) of 
this section; 

(3) Give the representative power to 
act on behalf of the principal; and 

(4) Be signed by the applicant for pat-
ent (§ 1.42) or the patent owner. A pat-
ent owner who was not the applicant 
under § 1.46 must appoint any power of 
attorney in compliance with §§ 3.71 and 
3.73 of this chapter. 

(c) A power of attorney may only 
name as representative: 

(1) One or more joint inventors 
(§ 1.45); 

(2) Those registered patent practi-
tioners associated with a Customer 
Number; 

(3) Ten or fewer patent practitioners, 
stating the name and registration 
number of each patent practitioner. 
Except as provided in paragraph (c)(1) 
or (c)(2) of this section, the Office will 
not recognize more than ten patent 
practitioners as being of record in an 
application or patent. If a power of at-
torney names more than ten patent 
practitioners, such power of attorney 
must be accompanied by a separate 
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